
Foreword from Egmont CEO Colin Williams, OBE: Education is the key to long-term 
change, not just in the context of AIDS, but for the whole of sub-Saharan Africa 

Education means a better tomorrow. A future 
not reliant upon aid; a future for street children in 
Maputo, Mozambique; a future for young girls in 
Lusaka, Zambia forced into prostitution because 
AIDS has taken their parents; even a future for 
single mothers in Malawi who can now read the 
instructions on their anti-retroviral drug packets. 

Due to a combination of population growth, 
inadequate infrastructure and lack of teachers, 
over one-third of children in sub-Saharan Africa 
fail to complete primary education and 22 million 
teenagers do not attend secondary school. In rural 
Malawi, teacher-pupil ratios are as high as 1:107.

Ensuring children have access to education has 
implications beyond the necessity to read and 
write and the future opportunities it affords. 
This is where Egmont’s partners get involved.To 
consistently attend school, children need to be fed 
and well enough to walk the often long distance 
from their villages. Families need to be healthy 
enough not to have to rely on children to generate 

household income. And parents or guardians 
need to value the benefits of education for their 
daughters as well as for their sons. 

Uniforms, school fees and school materials form 
the first vital building blocks towards ensuring 
orphans and vulnerable children can attend 
school. Egmont partners’ interventions also 
address the wider issues of poverty, ill-health and 
under-nourishment that affect school attendance. 
Adult education, promoting income generation, 
better nutrition and improved health all play a key 
role in enabling children’s education. 

This multi-faceted approach, supported by 
Egmont, allows families to move away from 
subsidy and take responsibility for their children’s 
education themselves. Long term, it will result 
in a society that can address the impact of 
AIDS, letting people live longer and better lives 
and continuing the decline in new infections. 
Enabling each individual child and adult to gain an 
education is necessary and fundamental.
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NEWS FROM THE HIV & AIDS SECTOR :: Young people in sub-Saharan Africa are significantly more likely 
to drop out of treatment and care than their elders, a recent study has found. 27% of patients aged between 15 
and 24 years discontinue treatment within a year, compared to the average of 17%.

Mzuzu Academy – Alile’s Story

Alile is a typical 16-year-old girl. She enjoys dancing, 
hiking and playing in her school’s football team. She 
is a model student who works hard and dreams of 
becoming a neurosurgeon.

But Alile’s future hasn’t always been bright. More 
than ten years ago, at the height of the AIDS 
epidemic in Malawi, both of her parents died. Her 
grandmother took over the care of Alile and her 
sister, but struggled to find the funds to send the 
girls to school. 

In 2004, Alile’s household came to the attention 
of Kwithu Women’s Group – a community-
based organisation supporting vulnerable families 
struggling to cope with the devastating effects 
of HIV & AIDS in their neighbourhood. With 
Kwithu’s support, Alile’s grandmother was given 
vital nutritional support and Alile and her sister 
were able to receive a basic education. 

At around the same time, the driving force behind 
Kwithu, Anna Msowoya-Keys – a Malawian 
who worked for ActionAid – was establishing a 
local boarding school. The school’s purpose was, 
in part, to provide life-transforming educational 
opportunities for highly vulnerable children. 

The Mzuzu Academy opened in 2010, and Alile 
– who had shown exceptional academic promise 
since her introduction to Kwithu six years earlier – 
was enrolled as one of its first intake of scholarship 
students, who were all funded by Egmont. All the 
supported children have lost one or both parents to 
AIDS, or are HIV+ themselves. 

After four years, Mzuzu Academy is thriving, 
attracting Malawian government ministers’ children 
as well as students from Zambia and the United 
States. In 2013, the top three performing students 
were bursary pupils. Two scholarship pupils were 
recently selected by the American Embassy to 
study abroad for a month as part of the Pan-
American Leadership Programme, and another 
student represented Malawi in the first African 
Youth Athletic Championships in Nigeria. 

Alile, along with all the other bursary students, also 
helps out regularly at the Kwithu Women’s Group 
tutoring sessions.“It’s about giving back,” says 
Anna. “The older Kwithu kids see how important 
this place was for them, and they want to be there 
for the younger kids.”

Egmont has directly supported Kwithu Women’s 
Group and the scholarship students at Mzuzu 
for four years. Alile and all the other Egmont-
supported students now look forward to tomorrow 
with hope. As Alile says: “AIDS took away my 
mum’s life. But this wasn’t the end of my life.” 

Photos & names have been changed for this newsletter

Malawi facts 

• Malawi is the seventh poorest country in 
the world. 

• The average Malawian lives off a little over 
$20 per month. 

• School uniforms are mandatory and can 
cost up to $15.

• Only 13% of secondary school aged 
children attend secondary school.

• Only 3.4% of the population has 
completed secondary education.



 

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS saw the number of pregnant women accessing treatment to prevent mother-to-
child transmission increase by 21% in the first six months of 2013. 

Vision of Hope – Elida’s Story

Elida was a young child when her father died, 
joining the 680,000 children in Zambia who have 
lost one or both parents to AIDS. After his death, 
she suffered physical abuse at the hands of her 
mother who regularly beat her, until, aged 12, she 
decided to run away from home. Elida took a bus to 
a nearby mining town, but found life there no easier 
than it was at home. She says, “Life on the street 
was harsh.” Elida travelled on to Lusaka, the capital, 
where she continued to live on the streets until 
she was discovered by Egmont’s partner, Vision of 
Hope, in November 2012. 

Vision of Hope is the only organisation working 
exclusively with girls living on the streets of Lusaka, 
Zambia’s capital. Its mission is to combat violence 
against street girls and provide them with a place of 
refuge and rehabilitation. Where possible, it seeks 
to reunite the girls it supports with their families.  
A critical feature of Vision of Hope’s intervention is 
ensuring the girls are able to receive a full education. 

Before Elida could start attending school, she 
had to undertake extra tuition to catch up on the 
education she missed while living on the streets. 
Now aged 14, she has graduated from her literacy 
class, and is enrolled at a local school. Elida’s 
uniform, shoes, school bag and writing materials  
are provided by Vision of Hope. She also stays  
in the Vision of Hope compound during term  
times, where she is given food and has access to  
a bathroom. 

As with all of the girls Vision of Hope works with, 
staff have been working to trace family members 
with whom Elida can live in safety. She now stays 
with an aunt, who is based nearby, during the 
school holidays. Elida dreams of becoming a judge 
after completing her education.

Since January 2014, Egmont funding has enabled 
Vision of Hope to support 23 girls into education 
and reunite 18 girls with their families.

Zambia facts

• 1.2 million people have died of AIDS in 
Zambia since 1990.

• With a population of 14 million, almost 
every household has been directly or 
indirectly affected by the epidemic.

• 680,000 children have been orphaned.
• In urban areas, as many as 20% of people 

are HIV+.

Host an Egmont Coffee Morning!

For the price of a cup of coffee and a cake you 
can help our partners support more children 
like Alile and Elida. 

To find out how you and your friends can 
host an Egmont Coffee Morning, contact 
jake.westlake@egmonttrust.org. Your Coffee 
Morning Pack will contain everything you need 
to start fundraising.



More News 

We are delighted to announce a significant grant 
from the Waterloo Foundation, which has played 
a critical role in enabling Egmont to support 
cost-effective, high-impact grassroots projects 
in sub-Saharan Africa over the past three years.  
The Waterloo Foundation aims, amongst other 
objectives, to bring sustainable prosperity to some 

of the world’s most impoverished communities, 
through education. Its support will be committed 
towards four Egmont supported projects – including 
the Mzuzu Academy scholarships described in the 
preceding pages – which all have education as their 
primary focus.

Partner Meeting in Zambia

In May, we brought together four of our Zambian 
partners to share best practice and promote lateral 
learning. Kucetekela Foundation, Mitengo Women’s 
Association, Pride Community Health Organisation 
and Vision of Hope all sent representatives to meet 
with Egmont’s CEO, Colin Williams, in Lusaka, 
where our Africa office is based.

The meeting enabled Pride, which primarily focuses 
on health care promotion, to hear about the small 
farming practices which have had such a positive 

impact on the health of Mitengo’s members. It 
also provided an opportunity for Vision of Hope to 
learn about the child welfare projects successfully 
undertaken by both Pride and Mitengo. Following 
the meeting, Kucetekela may arrange for its 
scholarship students to volunteer with Vision of 
Hope during the school holidays.

The four partners, although dissimilar on paper, 
are united in their drive to bring sustainable 
solutions to the vulnerable children they work with. 
Facilitating such meetings, where partners can 
share knowledge and experience, allows strong links 
to be made which benefit their organisations and 
ultimately the vulnerable children and families they 
support. 

5K Family Fun Run in Surrey

Join us on 12 October at Denbies Wine Estate 
in the heart of the beautiful Surrey Hills for this 
scenic, off-road, easy, and – above all – fun 5K run. 
If you would like to take part, please contact  
jake.westlake@egmonttrust.org.

And Finally...

Congratulations to Sophie Mayne, who raised 
£400 for Egmont by skydiving with the London 
Parachute School on 30 March. Sophie’s donation 
is enough to supply four schools in sub-Saharan 
Africa with irrigation equipment such as hosepipes, 
watering cans and rakes, helping to establish 
communal vegetable gardens. Thank you, Sophie!
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